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The following are the data upon which the proof of the connexion of diseased mucous follicles with the peculiar effects of a morbid poison upon the biliary excretion, may be rested.
1st.
It may be considered as admitted, that the special characters of substances fitted for assimilation are absence of active chemical qualities, and the capability of yielding to transformations ; and that every substance may be considered as nutriment, which loses its former properties when acted on by the vital principle, and does not exercise a chemical action upon the living organ. 2ndly. That in the progress of the functions of nutrition, certain chemical and organic substances are produced, and from time to time are present in the blood ; which products it is the office of the different excreting organs to discharge from that fluid,?the relative activity of these organs depending partly upon the matter to be eliminated, and partly on other circumstances; thus we have seen that, in one situation the lungs assume a disproportionate activity, in others, the liver, &c.
The foregoing propositions being admitted, the following may be regarded as convertible from them.
If substances be introduced into the blood which are not capable of assimilation or of affording nutriment?whether from their chemical qualities or from their condition (of decomposition)?it will follow that, instead of these suffering the transformations which food undergoes to become assimilated, the blood will undergo their transformation and disease will be produced.
Also, that numerous modifications in the composition and condition of the compounds, produced from the elements of the blood, may be the immediate result of the introduction into it of these substances, and a change in the quality of the excretions may thus be the first indication of the action of the poison, as well as of the effort made to expel it.
Numerous facts and observations tend to shew that, in the case of organic or putrid poisons, the liver is the organ by whose excretions an attempt is made to rid the blood of the new products thus formed in it.
As first?by a reference to the experiments of injection of putrid pus, &c., into the veins of animals, performed by Magendie, Gaspard, Cruveilhier, &c., it will be seen that when the animal recovered it was after copious discharges of a vitiated character from the bowels ; to these discharges the last-named writer attributes the recovery, and adds, that it is a fundamental fact of pathology that the intestinal canal is chiefly affected in diseases caused by miasmata.
Again, if we refer to the published cases of poisoning from putrid ingesta, we see that, besides those of irritant poisoning in which the rapid rejection of the substances was followed by recovery, there is another class in which, after an interval allowing of the absorption of the poison into the circulation, a different set of symptoms followed, as 
